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Alexander MacdonellIndividual Summary:

Father: Angus Macdonell

Mother: Margaret Grant

Sex:

Individual Report for Alexander Macdonell

Individual Facts:

Military: Resigned

Birth: Abt. 1742 in Greenfield, at Loch Garry, Inverness, Scotland

Immigrated: Came to Canada. When he and his family arrived, Father Alexander 
Macdonell (Scotus) had been already 7 years in Glengarry & St. Raphaels 
parish was 7 years old.

Immigrated: Mr. Alexander Macdonell (Greenfield), who had been married in Scotland to 
a sister of Col. John Macdonell (Aber), came out in 1792, bringing some of 
his clan with him.

Residence: 1792 ; Conc 9, Charlottenburgh, called his home "Greenfield" after the ome 
he left in Scotland

Relationship: The future Bishop Alexander Macd'l met Alexander of Greenfield recently 
evicted "who has lately been put out of his possession with his brother & 
son; was much affected by the sight of them

Occupation: Commissioner of the Peace for the Eastern District, Magistrate

Avocations/Interests: Acted as Second for John Small, clerk of the Assembly, in his duel with 
Thomas White (Shot in the hip, he died soon after).

Military: Lieut. Col commanding 2nd Battalion of Glengarry Militia

Death: Abt. 1819 in Canada

Personality/Intrst: He was a man handsome in person and courtly of address, a Highland 
gentleman of a cadet, or younger, branch of the Glengarry family.

Personality/Intrst: He pretended to be a commissioned officer of the king and signed himself 
as "Captain; Voyageur Corps, Commanding Officer, Red River in order to 
present himself as an authority to the Red River Settlers. The Corps had 
already been disbanded

Relationship: Had 6 sons & 4 daughters (OPIUC states 5 sons & 3 daughters)

Residence: The Greenfield home, in the old country, stood on a beautiful, romantic site 
at the head of Loch Garry.

Title: Esq., Lt. Col.

Relationship: Of the Greenfields there were the 4: Duncan, Alick, John & Donald. Angus 
(R.S.. says Alick) was the father of these.

Relationship: 2nd of Glengarry

Relationship: The Greenfields came about '86. Alexander was the oldest of them.

Education: Good evidence indicates that the leaders of the people who settled in the 
county had fair to good educations. Such men as... Aberchalder, Leek, 
Collachie, .Alexander Macdonell (Greenfield) were undeniably literate by 
any standard.

Heraldry: 2nd of Greenfield

Also Known As: Alexander Macdonell of Greenfield

Military: Lt. Colonel, commanded the 2nd Regiment of Glengarry Militia, Father of 
John Macdonell, Brock's A.D.C., and of capts. Duncan, 1st and Donald, 2nd 
Glen. Died 1819.

Person ID: 172

Military: It should have been mentioned that the rebel post at Beanharnois was taken 
by one thousand Glengarry militia under Col. Macdonell and Fra-ser, with a 
detachment of the 71st Highlanders. After the...

Heraldry: Two different genealogies of the Greenfield family were in print in 1895

Military: 9. Alexander Macdonell Greenfield (father of Nos. 1, 4, 5, War of 1812 
Lieut.~Colonel 2nd Regiment Glengarry Militia.

Shared Facts: Janet Macdonell
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Marriage: 06 Feb 1769 in Aberchalder, Inverness, Scotland

Relationship ID: 23838

Children: Mary Macdonell

Ann Macdonell
Hugh Macdonell
Angus Macdonell
Marjory Macdonell
Duncan Greenfield Macdonell
Alexander Macdonell
John Macdonell
Donald Macdonell
Margaret Macdonell

Notes:

Person Notes: Mr. Macdonell of Greenfield, who emigrated in 1742, brought with him, I 
believe, a number of the people of his clan. He had been married in 
Scotland to a sister of Colonel John Macdonell (Aberchalder), who in that 
year was elected Speaker of our first House of Assembly, being one of the 
members for Glengarry.

This clan, with Glengarry�s, and all others of the name, had taken umbrage 
at not being placed on the right wing of the army at Culloden, and, allowing 
their pride to dominate their patriotism, hesitated to attack. It was in vain that 
gallant Keppoch charged with a few of his near relatives, while his clan, a 
thing herefor unheard of remained stationary. The Chief was near the front 
of the enemy, and was exclaiming, with feelings which cannot he 
appreciated,~My God! Why have the children of my tribe forsaken me " at 
this instant, he received several shots, which closed his earthly account, 
leaving him only time to advise his favourite nephew to shift for himself.�Sir  
Walter Scott, "Tales of a Grandfather." 
From the Book: Lunenburgh, or the Eastern District

His retirement from the Militia was as late as 1857, it was declared in 
General Orders of the 3rd September of that year

"His Excellency the Administrator of the Government and 
Commander-in-Chief cannot permit Lieutenant-Colonel Duncan Macdonell 
of Greenfield to retire from the command of this Battalion (Second 
Glengarry, Lancaster Regiment) without recording the sense he entertains 
of -the value of his long and faithful services in the Militia of this Province 
dating from the last War."
The same gazette contained the appointment of his only son to the 
command of the Regiment, and that gentleman, Archibald John Macdonell, 
retaining it until his death in 1864, it afforded probably the only instance of a 
command of a Regiment of Canadian Militia being continuously retained by 
three generations of one family for upwards of half a century, each of them 
having been out on active service with the Regiment. Colonel Duncan 
Macdonell was by profession a land surveyor, and at the time of his death 
Registrar of the County. The two younger sons of Mr. Alexander Macdonell 
of Greenfield�Lieutenant-Colonel  John Macdonell and Lieut.-Colonel 
Archibald. The last named gentleman was a lad of fifteen years of age, 
attending Dr. Urquhart�s school at Cornwall when the Regiment was ordered 
to Lower Canada in 1838. He ran away from school, and proceeding on foot 
to Lower Canada, joined the Regiment and served in the ranks with several 



to Lower Canada, joined the Regiment and served in the ranks with several 
of his cousins of about the same age.

Alexander Macdonell on his arrival {in Canada} , lived for a time with his 
father-in-law, but eventually settled five miles west of Alexandria and two 
east of St., Raphael's, a place long afterwards held by his family and called 
by them Greenfield, in memory of the old Scottish home.
George S. McDonald stated that the Greenfields came about '86. Alexander 
was the oldest of them.

Item: Letter regret death of John Macdonell
Description:from Col. Nathl Corrin, dated York, 28 Mar 1813 to Alexander 
Macdonell
Original: Alexander Macdonell
Bequest to: Ian McLean Macdonell
from will of Jack Macdonell (Greenfield)

"Regarding this gentleman, Mr. Mackenzie, in his History of the Macdonalds 
& Lords of the Isles, page 529, quotes from Mrs. Grant of Laggan, a well 
known Scottish authoress; _

"A few lingering instances of the old superior highland dress 
continued to be seen as late as the end of the last century, one of its latest 
examples being afforded by Macdonell of Greenfield "Ceann Tighe" of a 
cadet house of the Glengarry family, who in the later part of the last century 
was celebrated for his handsome person, his courtly address, his exploits as 
a deer stalker, and genial character as a model of the highland gentleman 
living in his time. He is described by several of the old people by whom he 
was remembered, as dressed invariably in the highland garb - a short round 
"cota goirid", a bonnet plumed with a tuft of Ostrich Feathers, belted plaid, 
worn over the trews. The house of Greenfield stood on a green knoll, since 
occupied by the hunting lodge, built by the late Glengarry for Deer stalking 
of Sliabh-Garbh."

Macdonell, Alexander, of Greenfield (d. 1819), soldier, was a native of 
Scotland who emigrated to Canada about 1792. He settled in Glengarry 
County, Upper Canada, and in the War of 1812 he commanded the 2nd 
battalion of the Glengarry Militia. He died in 1819. His wife was Janet, 
daughter of Alexander Macdonell of Aberchalder an sister of Lieut.-Col. 
John Macdonell, first speaker of the Legislative Assembly of Upper Canada. 
By her he had six sons and four daughters. [E. M. Chadwick, Ontarian 
families (2 vols. Toronto, 1894-98); J. A. Macdonell, Sketches illustrating the 
early settlement and history of Glengarry (Montréal, 1893); W. J. Rattray, 
The Scot in British North America (4 vols., Toronto, 1880).] Canadian 
Biographies

We might here take the opportunity to mention the Greenfield" Macdonell 
fami1y descendants of Mr. Macdonell of Greenfield, who emigrated in 1792, 
bringing with him many of his clan. He had been married in Scotland to a 
sister of Colonel John Macdonell (Aberchalder), who in that same year was 
elected Speaker of our first House of Assembly, being one of the members 
for Glengarry. He settled in the Township of Charlottenburgh, calling his 
place by the name of his property in Scotland. He commanded the 2nd 
Battalion, Glengarry Militia, in 1812, and died in 1819.
His eldest son, Hugh, died while being educated in Spain. Angus was a 
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His eldest son, Hugh, died while being educated in Spain. Angus was a 
partner in the Northwest Company and was murdered in one of the many 
conflicts which took place in the Northwest Territories. Duncan Macdonell of 
Greenfield was in command of a Company when Ogdensburg was taken 
and when Fort Covington was captured, in 1813. Dorothy Dumbrille, pg 
117-118

Yet another Alexander Macdonell, of the Greenfield branch of the family, 
brought members of his clan to Canada in 1792. His son, Lt. Col. John 
Macdonell (Greenfield) was aide-de-camp to General Brock and with Brock 
was killed at
the Battle of Queenston Heights in 1812. At that time he was Attorney 
General of the province and member of the Legislative Assembly for 
Glengarry.
http://www.rootsweb.com/~onglenga/history.htm


